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Micha Ullman — Connected Vessels

The upside-down black steel table, painted black and filled with water, stands in the third and last space in Micha
Ullmann’s most recent exhibit Connected Vessels, at the Givon Gallery, Tel Aviv. Drawings hang around it in a
display pattern identical to the exhibition’s two other sections: a sculpture stands in the center of the space,
surrounded by drawings. The three-dimensional item in the center looks like an object of worship surrounded by
.images rendered in patches of color, seemingly from the unconscious or dreams

Micha Ullman - “"Connected Vessels®, Installation view at Givon Art Gallery
Center: “Connected Vessels”, 2016, Iron, water, Edition 1/3, 180x80x88 cm
Back walls: “Untitled”, 2015-2016, watercolor on paper, 7T0x100 cm each

The shiny black table looks like an animal corpse stretched out on its back with its stiff legs in the air, but also as a
reflecting pool for all of creation. It brings to mind 20:50, the renowned known work by Richard Wilson from 1987
made of used sump oil and steel (on permanent display at the Saatchi Collection, London), and, like all work in
which water creates a reflection, is unavoidably associated with the myth of Narcissus. Ullmann distils the almost
.unbearable associative multiplicity into a poetic moment of enchantment, tragedy, and quiet

The drawings depicting set tables and chairs from various angles also surround the “Two-Family House” sculpture
made of two toilets with a flush tank connecting the two, as well as the sculpture “Connected Vessels™ installed on
.the entrance level, the piece that shares its title with the exhibition

The combination makes present the passage of time, the fragility and vulnerability of what seems to us strong and
abiding. The similarity of the dining table to the kabbalistic tree of sefirot places the work between the spiritual and
the mundane, between the myth of the past and apocalyptic collapse. The name of the exhibition refers to our
attempt to explain the world, either through science, or in this case, through Jewish mysticism: kabbalistic vessels
.were shattered, as an explanation for the existence of the world as we know it

The recurring image in the drawings is the table set with empty plates, an image treated continuously and broadly by
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Israeli artists referring to the abandone

d dinner plate in contexts of the Holocaust. It is interesting to
discover that this engagement, so outstanding in Shoah
memory in the exhibition, has almost become the “elephant in
the room” in the writings about the exhibition, the gallery text,
.and the art criticism and media coverage

The passage of time, the ability to capture its beat, links the
works: the water in the upturned table, in the toilets, and the
connected vessels will evaporate and will not be refilled. The
contents are not the harbingers of good news. In the drawings,
the water circles mark out time like the rings in a tree trunk.
Ullmann leaves nothing to console viewers, but shows the

Micha Liran - "Corrscisd Yeesaly™, irsislalion view of Giaon At Callery
Lintities, A1 wanercolor an pagss, 10T o

.beauty in the decay
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