Nurit David / I'm Dancing on Your Grave
Curator: Demetrio Paparoni

The exhibition that will open at Givon Gallery on the 25th of December 2009 will include two series of works, each contains oil paintings and works on paper. The earlier series "The Golden Temple" was made under the influence of Yukio Mishima's book "The Pavilion of The Golden Temple" based on a real event in which a young Zen monk has burnt down the ancient temple in Kyoto in 1950. Mishima's protagonist, the young acolyte Mizoguchi who suffers from stuttering, is entrapped in a complicated Love-Hate-Envy relationship with the Golden Temple that is for him the embodiment of the concept of Beauty. In spite of  the morbid and morose character of Mishima's hero, who takes life terribly seriousely, Nurit David's paintings that depict Zen monks in all kinds of activities on a background of lush blossoms, attach themselves to the spirit of mischief and absurd of Zen parables, and the world they show is light, transparent and lucid, funny and reconciled. The series is accompanied by a story, written by the artist under the influence of mishima's book and titled "The Golden Temple."
In the center of the second series stand two large scale canvases commissioned by the Italian curator Demetrio Paparoni (Mental Grafie Tel Aviv Museum of Art 2007) for a show dedicated to the city of Naples. This series brings the artist back to European landscapes and to all the seriousness and density that ensues. It also brings her back to a renewed meeting with the theme of "The Triumph of Death", with which she has coped in the past in paintings she has done after Bruegel's famous painting of this subject. However, Japanese influence is traceable even here, in the slight sense of humor that sneaks in and in the linear character of the paintings that were preceded by many preliminary sketches, some of them will be on show.

A comprehensive essay on Nurit David's work titled "The Consequences of Multiplicity. The Devil and Nurit David" written by the curator accompanies the exhibition and puts its emphasis on the later series of the two. 
Demetrio Paparoni was born in Siracusa in 1954. He lives in Milan. 

An art critic, essayist and exhibition curator, he is the author of monographs and books on contemporary art theory. 

In the early 1980s he created the Tema Celeste magazine, which he directed until April 2000.

He was, amongst other things, commissioner for the Italian pavilion of the Venice Biennale in 1993. 

He teaches the History of Contemporary Art at the Faculty of Architecture in Catania from 1996 to 2008.

